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Paris, 9 February 2009
URGENT… URGENT… URGENT… URGENT… URGENT… URGENT… 

A strong winds warning causing a halt to flights as of 8 p.m.:

Aéroports de Paris asks passengers not to go to the airport if their flight is scheduled after 8 p.m.
Météo France issued a warning of strong winds in Ile-de-France. Wind gusts could reach 
110 kms per hour (55 knots) in the night and weaken on Tuesday at the beginning of the afternoon.

The French Civil Aviation Authority (DGAC) has hence decided, for safety reasons, to halt all flights in the Paris area from 8 p.m. today until tomorrow 10 a.m.
Aéroports de Paris asks passengers not to go to Paris-Charles de Gaulle and Paris-Orly airports. 

For flights before 8 p.m., Aéroports de Paris advises passengers to contact their airlines to check if their flight is scheduled. 

Impact of wind on the safety of airlines and airport operations
When winds are especially strong, airlines can no longer, for safety reasons, hook steps, tow aircraft nor proceed to their loading. Besides, take off or landing is no longer possible when the speed of wind reaches a certain level (depending on aircraft type).
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Aéroports de Paris builds, develops and manages airports including Paris-Charles de Gaulle, Paris-Orly and Paris-Le Bourget. Aéroports de Paris is Europe's second-largest airport services group in terms of airport revenues and the European leader for cargo and mail. Aéroports de Paris accommodates nearly 460 airlines, including the main companies in the air transport industry.

With an exceptional geographic location and a major trading area, the Group is pursuing its strategy of modernizing its terminal facilities and upgrading the quality of services, and also intends to develop its retail and real estate business. In 2007, Aéroports de Paris Group had revenues of €2,292.4 million and handled 86.4 million passengers.   
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